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Robert Alter, when discussing the use of direct speech by Biblical authors, says, “I would stress that the speech
reported, though dramatically convincing, is not meant to be altogether naturalistic. We of course have no way
of knowing what ordinary spoken Hebrew was like around the turn of the first millennium B.C.E. . . ,”'{Alter
70} to which I reply, “Really?” Whether one views the words of Biblical dialogue as the ipsissima verba of the
characters or as literary creations of the authors, it is nevertheless reasonable to assume that much Biblical
dialogue is presented in such a way so as to be believable as dialogue.?

One does not have to be a proverbial catapult scientist to recognize that most languages have prose, poetry, and
conversational speech. Thus was likely the case in ancient Israel. Since we lack any audio recordings (or, for
that matter, a time machine), the only way to infer ancient conversational Hebrew is to look at how it is reported
in Biblical texts. Perhaps, like the archaeologist, it is possible to sift through the layers of Biblical narrative to
find evidence for how ancient Israelites carried on conversations.® That is the task which we have begun here.

We did not try to do an analysis of all recorded direct speech. That could include the bulk of Deuteronomy and
prayers. Likewise, we have avoided prophetic speech in narrative literature, for while it is direct quotation, it
also has many of the characteristics of prophetic speech elsewhere. Besides, it is unlikely that people typically
walked around saying, “Thus says YHWH the God of Israel.” More narrowly, we also are not examining every
type or example of conversation which occurs in the HB. Otherwise we would need to consider the disputations
in Job, which, while back and forth, are not likely to be examples of how ancient Israelites typically interacted
with each other. Job’s literary genre would suggest that it is a more stylized type of literature than common
idiom, and the content is unlikely to be that of typical ancient Israelite conversations.

Rather, we chose conversations from a broad swath of HB literature which typically have some response to an
initial recorded statement of direct speech (especially back and forth interaction), and whose linguistic character
is often different from the surrounding narrative. While this sampling is admittedly more intuitive than
scientific in its selection, it nevertheless provides enough variety and yet continuity from which valid
conclusions may be drawn.*

TRobert Alter, The Art of Biblical Narrative, 70. For a similar perspective, see Cynthia Miller, the Representation of Speech in
Biblical Hebrew Narrative: A Linguistic Analysis (1996), 11, 14.

3Max Miller used to use this analogy to describe how he obtained “history” from Biblical texts.

*Here is a brief summary of some other analyses:

Cynthia Miller, The Representation of Speech in Biblical Hebrew Narrative: A Linguistic Analysis (1996).

Cynthia Miller’s introductory chapter provides a nice summary of previous treatments on the issue. It appears as though most
authors focus on the ways that the Biblical authors used dialogue in their narratives, especially for effect. The notion that recorded
conversations in the HB could reflect actual ancient conversational Hebrew tends to be dismissed. Miller’s work itself emphasizes
how to determine where direct speech begins and ends, terms and structures used to introduce direct speech, and if something is
indeed a direct quotation, and comparisons with indirect speech.

Alter addresses direct speech in the HB in his chapter, “Between Narration and Dialogue,” in his The Art of Biblical Narrative. {63-
87} Alter’s analysis concerns the ways the authors used dialogue to move their stories forward. He does not concern himself with
how the reported speech relates to the way people actually spoke, nor with how this works in the Hebrew text itself.

Similarly, Assnat Bartor (“The Representation of Speech in the Casuistic Laws of the Pentateuch: The Phenomenon ofCombined
Discourse,” JBL 126 [2007]: 231-49) discusses the stylistic use of direct speech in casuistic laws, but he does not address the
relationship between recorded direct speech and actual conversation in ancient Israel. Thus the focus of both authors is the effect of
the dialogue, rather than differences between the recorded dialogue and the rest of HB narrative.
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CONVERSATIONS IN THE STUDY

God and Abraham (Gen 18)

God and Abimelech (Gen 20)

The near-sacrifice of Isaac (Gen 22)

Abraham purchases a grave for Sarah (Gen 23)

A wife for Isaac (Gen 24)

Isaac’s servants quarrelling with herdsmen (Gen 26)

Jacob deceives Isaac (Gen 27)

Korah’s rebellion (Num 16)

Jephthah and the Ammonite king (Judg 11)

Samson’s parents and the angel (Judg 13)

Samson and his parents (Judg 14)

The Levite and his concubine at Gibeah in the square (Judg 19)
Saul, his servant, Samuel, and the lost donkeys (1 Sam 9)
David and Jonathan concerning Saul’s attitude (1 Sam 20)
David finds an Amalekite (1 Sam 30)

The man of God and the old prophet (1 Kgs 13)

Elijah and Obadiah (1 Kgs 18)

Ahab, Jehoshaphat, and Micaiah ben Imlah (1 Kgs 22)
Ahaziah and his servants discuss Elijah (2 Kgs 1)

Elisha is informed of Elijah’s coming departure (2 Kgs 2)
Elisha disputes with those who want to search for Elijah (2 Kgs 2)
Elisha to the woman of Shunam (2 Kgs 4)

Jehu’s anointing and his interaction with his military officers (2 Kgs 9)
Jehu to Jonadab (2 Kgs 10)

Jeremiah and Zedekiah (Jer 37-38)

Jonah and the sailors (Jonah 1)

Amos and Amaziah, priest of Bethel (Amos 7)

The Book of Ruth



OBSERVATIONS

1. Frequently something other than a verb begins the sentence/response. Often when verbs occur they do not
begin the “sentence.” Many responses are either verbless, or have long sentences prior to a verb occurring.

15 X177 pw 2 Kgs 9:12

X 1on 2 Kgs 9:13

T T TR 1 Kgs 13:12

"R 127 IROM T Rk o 1 Kgs 13:18

70102 010D T nyd Tmd 1md 1 Kgs 22:4

NRA TWITN T MY X021 70 PR 1 Kgs 22:7

mom 2 man 1 Kgs 22:9

T2 HR 230 TR 79 0°R°237 127 K1 M 1 Kgs 22:13

I WA NAR 27 09K 1270 KD WK Tawn CaR 0nyd nd Ty 1 Kgs 22:16
TR 1277 2Nk M M N2y aroR 1 Kgs 22:24

a0 9702 270 2N WK R 012 R0 a0 1 Kgs 22:25

DRI 7PV 279K R K173 1 Sam 9:6

MNR 77 D79RT WORY X079 TR 70N 1901 DIR On2 90 WOKRY X021 7mY 121 13m 1 Sam 9:7
A0 HPW Y27 °7°2 R¥NI 717

79717797 772720 1 Sam 9:10

X7 A w1 Sam 9:10

122 QY9 O 17a7 00 1YY X2 21 00 ANy an 7797 v 1 Sam 9:12
7R 01k 1 Sam 9:19

I°12 SV2W NINDWH o1 VT SNADWNY PRIW AW C10PR SDIR 11 12 X190 1 Sam 9:21
GEN 22 7:7359% 7w 7°R) DXV WRT 737 908 212 2137 AR 2R 7R 1R 077728 OR P 90K
GEN 22 8:371° 0w 19971 °12 77799 7w 172 787 299K 0777128 KN
XIIR2 OnAY P9R NRA 0D 71 0% i Judg 11:12

7Y 02N 2°WIR 290 17Va 92 02 059 27 Num 16:3

1INR°27 WATY 2597 12T PR PR X7 A% Num 16:14

a7 1R O 0K MY 019 197 N7V 901 A0k Num 16:16

70X 7172 R AR b 1 Sam 30:13

SPONY WORY 72V 221K "1¥n w1 1 Sam 30:13

WR2 DIV A7PX DRI 275 231 K 37I7°% WK D3 °N107 233 uuwd Mk 1 Sam 30:14
oony *2IR 2w 73 Gen 23:4

N DR 12p% 0owol nR W ox Gen 23:8

1AW 12 X oX X Gen 23:13

7Y% 2w 90X °3 Ruth 1:10

oony M7 Ruth 2:4

DRI 7737 02 Ruth 2:5

AR OTWN AV QY 7AW R 702K 7w Ruth 2:6

nX °»n Ruth 3:9

IR M1 00k Ruth 3:9

na nX °n Ruth 3:16

%101 7787 2wwn ww Ruth 3:17

IR TTWA TAWA Y 7797 TRR00RY 11RY WK 37w npon Ruth 4:3
Ton°PR? WK 92 DR Cn°Ip 9 o1’ ank 2°7v Ruth 4:9

TWRY 02 S0P N0 DWR °aRKAT M0 R o3 Ruth 4:10
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o>7v Ruth 4:11

anaw a1 an 1 Kgs 1:5

nNRIPY 7oy wor 1 Kgs 1:6

DONRIPY 79V WK WK vown mn 1 Kgs 1:7

1°INR2 IR NY IR Ww va vk 1 Kgs 1:8

X3 2awnn R 1 Kgs 1:8

nNWY 170 OXR 7Y ARWK 9232 03 Gen 24:19

792 1% DPn AR NP2 W1 2 K177 DX O N2 Gen 24:23
737 7720 WK 77997 32 °21R PXIN2 na Gen 24:24

oo 17 Gen 26:20

D2 TONT RY MW DRI RVT I OR WPNORY KPY TR R DRI TROD ORI IR OOR X2 270K87 R Judg 13:6
TWRA X 1127 WK weRT anRa Judg 13:11

IR Judg 13:11

MWD AWRT 9K ONNR W 2on Judg 13:13

XD RIT MWD HRwn a1 anb Judg 13:18

I Nk "7 W Jer 37:17

w> Jer 37:17

1030 922 771 772 Jer 37:17

007 121 WK 02°K*21 XY Jer 37:19

927 D2NR 29 790 PR %D 037°2 R a0 Jer 38:5

D°TWIN R 1991 WK DTN DR ART IR Jer 38:19

mnn R T9K7 01272 V7 9R WX Jer 38:24

21 %12 DOWIR D°Wnn 7072y DR w0 X170 2 Kgs 2:16
D°99YR DNWYON AWR NAPY T2 ANR 0D AWK MY 2521 IR M2 PR Judg 14:3
X7 IR DOAW: 579K M NRY 01X °72y Jonah 1:9

nwy X1 an Jonah 1:10

R 1 Kgs 18:8

R a1 Kgs 18:8

1P AR 772 772V DX N3 0K 00 nxon n 1 Kgs 18:9
nXT X 1 Sam 20:1

722 Oy °22% WK W 7227 Nk v 1 Kgs 10:15

v 1 Kgs 10:15

T nx mnwn 1 Kgs 10:15

IR AORM WOR PRI T2 IR 7170 102 NRY 3700 402 102 7Y ORI 021K awn 0°I9R 77 N7 7Y 3700 N2 1020 MR 01ay
927 92 0N PR TV QY I TINKRDY 2 W P N O3 WAnY WO X190 O3 120 o3 002 Judg 19:18-19
120 R 21772 P71 0%y 70 9 p1 T 2w Judg 19:20
a2 1 Kgs 22:21

W apnx a7 an Gen 18:13

"2k Gen 27:18

°12 70X o o1 Gen 27:18

7752 1wy *01k Gen 27:19

>33 X¥n2 N a1 an Gen 27:20

X7 R Wy a7 70X Gen 27:21

WY T 2T APy 9 9P Gen 27:22

While the majority of the above reflect a present tense, not all of the statements do. Thus they cannot all be
attributed to merely being a different tense than the majority of narrative.



2. First person responses:

a. “Are you?” or “Who are you?” is often answered by one word: "X (1 Kgs 13:14; Judg 13:11; 1 Kgs 18:8;
Gen 27:24). These statements might be followed by more dialogue, but the answer itself is “I”.

b. Similarly, 137 may occur all by itself or with just another word (Gen 22:1; 22:7 [+ "12]; 27:18 [stands by
itself, and then is followed by another phrase]; 1 Sam 3:5, 6, 8).

c. "21X tends to be used with other words to answer a question:

TNAR M7 201k Ruth 3:9

X7 901k 1 Sam 9:19

DIN T’ 12 X9 1 Sam 9:21

*DIX %7 w1 1 Sam 30:13

137 7720 WK 77997 32 °21R PXIN2 na Gen 24:24

D7APY 07121 °2IX P12 %2 SDIR X°21 72 K "IIX X°21 X7 Amos 7:14
21X "12y Jonah 1:9

7102wy *01X Gen 27:19

3. Many independent subject pronouns occur with inflected verbs when the idea in narrative is adequately
expressed without the independent subject pronoun. It is not at all clear that these should indicate emphasis.'
MW DR WORT DX anyTe ank 2 Kgs 9:11
PARIW YINRY RN T DR WAT? TR R TW 1 Kgs 22:8
uneR IR 1 Kgs 22:21
201 mvws MmN 1 Sam 30:14
70 2199 1957 77V 901 1k Num 16:16
>n3%7 X1 "R Ruth 1:21
TR 773X 02N "R Ruth 4:4
D°973% 0P N2 °nao v0axY Gen 24:31
12 N79" 797 737 00 R [?] Judg 13:7
W snpTe IR o 2 Kgs 2:3
W N R o3 2 Kgs 2:5
DRY Wy '[335 an2 %2 °ny7 21X a3 Gen 20:6
R OMIR TR RIT O3 RO KT ONAR 9 MR K7 897 Gen 20:52

"In my [Griffin’s] grammar I said that these are likely to be emphatic, but this issue needs to be revisited.
2Consonantally these could be either perfects or participles. The MT points them as perfects. If participles, then Gen 20:5 belongs
with the frequent use of participles, rather than with “finite verbs with extra subject pronouns”.



4. The use of 1:

a. 71 is common without directly modifying a noun or being a predication:

b. Of location:

c. As a personal pronoun (or quasi-personal pronoun):

d. Less commonly NXT or 79K:

AR arawn 1 Sam 9:11

AR N2 TR ORI 7AT 1 Sam 9:18
anaw a1 an 1 Kgs 1:5

XD RIT MWD HRwN a1 anb Judg 13:18
DWIR DWW A 77172 np Jer 38:10
7w apnx 7 an? Gen 18:13

>33 R¥n2 N At an Gen 27:20

T TR 1 Kgs 13:12

TR 1272 o0k M M0 N2y a1 ox 1 Kgs 22:24
70X 7172 R R Y 1 Sam 30:13

R 7T R NPNORY X7 Judg 13:6

DR OV 717 R TR 70 Jonah 1:8

7192 7K AN 02 a7 R 1 Kgs 22:20°

X927 2y R w1 Kgs 22:27

ya ey 7 1 Sam 9:17

:vyn N7 Anaw 77 Ruth 2:74

NIYI QY 127N 791 7T N2avn KXY a3 Ruth 2:8
ORI AT ANk 1 Kgs 18:7

X2 ox Wy 1 nR7 Gen 27:21

Wy 12 177 7nR Gen 27:24

DR X 1 Sam 20:2

ny1 AR Ruth 1:19

nwy nXT an Jonah 1:10

NRT >NOWwY °93 1R 227 ana Gen 20:5

DR WYY KD NYIY TOKR 9 DX IR R Judg 13:23

wy nXT Num 16:6

3While direct speech, this is part of a prophetic oracle and thus perhaps should be excluded.

4As a feminine pronoun!



5. Frequent imperatives/instructions (non-divine).’

*Often when a verb does begin a sentence in conversation it is an imperative.
*X1is common. While &1 might not necessarily mean please, it does appear to indicate polite or familiar

speech (cf. French tu and vous).

MR T AWM 2Ty Hronm PR M7 1 R X190 1 Kgs 13:6
nnn T2 7INRY 77Y0Y Anvan ok axa 1 Kgs 13:7

a2 wan 1 Kgs 13:13

an® 2aR1 anvan Nk 72 1 Kgs 13:15

...onx anaP a1 Kgs 13:31

T IR T RN 727 0mn 1 Kgs 22:5

19 770 R OR 1 Kgs 22:8

om0 12970 T 1 Kgs 22:9

210 P27 OAM TR 1270 2T R 1 Kgs 22:13

Y12 0O YRR ano WRIRM K937 moa o1 R mw 1 Kgs 22:27
NINRT DR WP 77 DIP1 0°IWI7) TR DR TR X1 1P 1 Sam 9:3
72w 757 1 Sam 9:5

ow 77971 1 Sam 9:6

79217709 1 Sam 9:10

any aan 1 Sam 9:12

v anyy 1 Sam 9:13

W R17737 1 Sam 9:18

7nan 0107 19v 1 Sam 9:19

on% 72% Nk awn % 1 Sam 9:20

Tann oy 19 002 12w Gen 22:5

1°2w1 1AnR 72°wn ooy Judg 11:13

027 1 Wy nXT Num 16:6

% °12 K1 Wnrw Num 16:8

M0 197 1977 N7V 991 R Num 16:16

o°777%2 °% nvawn 1 Sam 30:15

"% 310 Gen 23:4

7nn R 12p Gen 23:6

"Wy 1ynw Gen 23:8

%10 Gen 23:9

"y 17X Gen 23:15

Ruth has many imperatives and jussives

1HR ONT2T QDR 19w WK 7o 1w 1 Kgs 1:6
70 0% vYn R1O10RNT Gen 24:17

1R NY Gen 24:18

M7 N2 X12 Gen 24:31

127 Gen 24:33

17X 117w Gen 24:54

NR 1IRN 28 Gen 24:56

X0 92 992KN 9X1 0w 7 2nwn BRI K1 1w Judg 13:46

SThis list does include the angelic speech in Judges 13, for it was mistaken for human speech.
5The angel’s statement is probably the equivalent of a prophetic message, so perhaps it should be excluded.
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aRWN AWK X NIAR WK 2on Judg 13:31

7T WORT DR X1 N Jer 38:4

71277 31 R°237 3777 DR DOV DOWIR wHw ama 771°2 np Jer 38:10
2°221% nRnNK T MYER DTN 2R Mano Rva X1 oow Jer 38:12
927 >3 79N 9X Jer 38:14

I P2 X1 ynw Jer 38:20

77K 07272 V7 9R WX Jer 38:24

X2IN Qv an? aw 981 A7 TR R 77 112 77 Amos 7:12
X212 7 7°010 XY 28 N°21 Amos 7:13

TITR DR WP K107 2 Kgs 2:16

own &9 2 Kgs 2:16

1050 9% 2 Kgs 2:18

TWR? % MR e oy Judg 14:2

9 i nmx Judg 14:3

112 X1 777°37 Jonah 1:8

0°77 X 219°0 1XYW Jonah 1:12

To27RD MR 72 1 Kgs 18:8

TNAOWI 215N HR 2PN WOR 17K X 2 Kgs 4:16

77 nx mn w2 Kgs 10:15

120 R 23772 P2 0%y 70oma 25 1 Judg 19:20

TW53 °1572N M2V P7OXN 7998 7aw X1 2 Gen 27:19

OTHER OBSERVATIONS TO BE STUDIED FURTHER

*Much recorded conversation is question/answer.

*Many responses begin with 7377, with or without suffixes. It appears that 717 sometimes functions like the

present tense of 7°17.

*Unusual usage of terms:

N2 nX °n Ruth 3:16 = [possibly] “Is it you, my daughter?”
Y% w1 90X °2 Ruth 1:10. “But/no/surely with you we will return to your people. In any case, it is adversative

to the previous statement.

*Frequent use of participles as participles (not as substantives) with independent pronouns:

10O T2 TR ANK NAPR QWA AR TY93 N0 139 00 anvTn 1 Kgs 22:3

*Statements of solidarity might use repeated words with pronominal suffixes.

:7°0103 D102 YD MY 7D 1m0 1 Kgs 22:4

M2PR QWY MIAR 2NN MWRTIR TR THY TaY POR 2190 TWRIY ToR 200 wR YR Ruth 1:16-17



Conclusions

IF we are restricted to the status quo bequeathed to us by earlier scholarship, we seem to be left to choose
between the generalism espoused by Gesenius, who emphasizes the homogenous nature of all Biblical Hebrew,
and the grammatical minimalism of Alter, who claims agnosticism due to lack of evidence from the Hebrew
Bible.

However, at this point in our research, we have noted that A) there is substantial evidence in the HB that is
sufficient to classify it as its own (non-) literary genre, distinct from historical narrative, prose, poetry, and
stylized discourse; B) there are real, easily discernible, distinctive grammatical elements that define this genre
that are consistent throughout this corpus and make it functionally disjunctive from other literary genres in the
HB; and C) it is common to see these disjunctive grammatical elements in reported conversations:

1) syntactical divergences in which the verb is nof the first element in the clause;
2) a higher frequency of usage of imperatives which are inordinantly paired with the particle X1;
3) a higher frequency of usage of personal pronouns;

4) a higher frequency of usage of redundant pronouns in conjunction with finite forms of verbs that already
contain the pronoun’s information;

5) a higher frequency of usage of relative pronouns which often seem to imply an understood present tense of
the verb “to be”;

6) a higher frequency of verbless clauses;
7) a higher frequency of use of the participle as a participle (rather than mainly as a substantive);

8) a higher frequency of the use of 717, often with pronominal suffixes, and often, as with relative pronouns,
suggestive of an understood present tense of the verb “to be”;

9) more concise than the language of other literary genres in the HB;

10) a great reduction of the use of the vav-conversive, which is such a distinct element of the other literary
genres in the HB (this rarely begins sentences, and when it occurs it tends to be later in sentences);

11) the internal consistency of all these phenomena within this corpus.

M.H. Segal was evidently correct in his Grammar of Mishnaic Hebrew (1929) when he noted that this
“colloquial/vulgar” conversational language, which was a minor component among its more literary
competitors in the HB, eventually became the norm in the more conversationally-oriented Mishnaic Hebrew.

Our Biblical Hebrew grammars have not adequately addressed the distinctive grammatical elements of this
genre to the degree that beginning Hebrew students are capable of recognizing it and translating it with the
semnsitivity it requires.

Due to the scanty scholarship on this genre and due to the size of its corpus, we still have a lot of work to do at
every level, and we solicit your impressions, observations, corrections, and bibliographic support.
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GOD AND ABRAHAM!
SNIPT OINY TOR DIAR AR MRD I IR0 97 012 27728 OX 70 R GEN 18 13

12 7w I DY YR WK TRk 027 Mo X990 GEN 18 14
NPIY 2 RY R AR 02 Nphy X7 nR? 7w wnom GEN 18 15

GOD AND ABIMELECH’S DISCUSSION

:9v2 nHYA RIT DAPY WK AWRT 2Y N 73017 RN 79°97 01902 T9n0aR PR 209R 821 GEN 20 3

23970 POTX O3 AT PITR RN 99K 29 KD Ton0ary GEN 20 4

:DINT 2NPWY D3 12321 2227 ON2 RIT MK 7K K17 23 X071 K17 DK 02 R X0 X720 GEN 20 5

Y312 7°NN1 R 19 5V 0% 0 TNIR IR 23 WK DRI NPWY 7227 N2 02 Ny C2IR 03 2712 2%0RT 1POXR R GEN 20 6
RIRPI

THE NEAR-SACRIFICE OF ISAAC

2117 AR DA YR AR O7N2R DR 03 277K A9RT 000277 nR 07 GEN 22 1

AR WK DT TR DY A9Y0 QW RV 7000 POR PR T2 791 PhXo IR N2AR WK 7000 DX 712 DR K1 AP R GEN 22 2
STOR

WK DIPAT OR T2 0P A9V XY ¥R 112 PR IR INK 1V 01w DR AR 190 DR WA 922 onnak 20w GEN 22 3
109K D R

PR DIPAT DR KT 1Y DR D02R XwY whwi 012 GEN 22 4

;029K TN ITAWN 79 TV 70921 WM CIRY ANT QY 79 207 12w 17V DR 27772K R GEN 22 5

DT DAY 19971 NRIRANT DRI WRT DR 1792 1PN 112 PR DY aw 79Yn %Y DR 07728 1 GEN 22 6

VR AW PR DOXYT WRT T30 AR 212 2237 R 2K MR PR 002K PR iy ke GEN 22 7

AT O 1997 212 79YR AW 12 AR 2°9K8 07728 R GEN 22 8

SY IR QW 112 PIXY DR TPV 2OXY DR TN 7210 DR Q12K QW 120 2071787 12 2R R 29T PR 182 GEN 22 9
Raitsyirlivsralalyimlvatel

ABRAHAM PURCHASES A GRAVE FOR SARAH

TIIW N W DN YA 7AW 22w MW aRa 7w i v GEN 23 1

:7IN2291 77D 7907 27N2R RN WID PIR2 P27 RIT YR NP2 70w nam GEN 23 2

ARY N %12 DR 92701 I 030 Hyn onaR opy GEN 23 3

121997 NN T72PRY DAY T3P NINK 02 11N 25AY YoIR 2wm 03 GEN 23 4

9 AR 272K DX N7 032y GEN 23 5

1702 D2pR TnR 7997 X2 1722 IR AR WOR TNR DR 122 11072 21212 110102 IR 202K X0wl 217X uynw GEN 23 6
;NN °12% PIRT aV? N o2k opvy GEN 23 7

MY 12 1192 O WADY WA 1997 PN DX 122 0OWDI DX W OR MKR? ank 1271 GEN 23 8
:22p NINR? 029102 °2 7310° X917 002 107w %P2 WK 12 WK 19935 nvn IR 02 1 GEN 23 9
INRY 1Y W OR2 D% NN 012 IR 2702R DR DA PNN9Y Y DR 032 In2 2w ey GEN 23 10
2707 N3P 7% °NN1 SAY 12 S1YY 1PN T2 12 AWK TIvAm 12 NN T7wE waw 217X X2 GEN 23 11
YR oV 2197 72K nnw GEN 23 12

'In general we avoided using divine interaction in our study, but this one has characterists which resemble other
conversational Hebrew. Perhaps a further step in the study could be a comparison of divine conversational
speech with that of humans.



AW SN DR T72RRY 3N AR 37w 03 NN PR 12 0K OR IR IMRY PIRT OV IIR2 179V 98 127 GEN 23 13
29 AR 2R DX MY 1w GEN 23 14
1022 NN DRI RIT A7 72927 192 02 HPW NRN YR IR Cawnw 17 GEN 23 15

A WIFE FOR ISAAC

:779m 2°7 VYA RIOIRMNT AR INRPY 7257 v GEN 24 17

DTRPWM 70 7Y 370 770 0020 237X 0w nRn GEN 24 18

:NNW5 1922 OR Y ARWR T°7na2 03 nRm npwa? 2om GEN 24 19

21913 D37 ARWNY ARWD IR PR TIW PINY npwi DY 772 2w Annn GEN 24 20

XD QR 1077 7 R0 YT wonn v axnwn R GEN 24 21

:O9PWA 27T WY 7770 DY 007X 1w 19PWR YR 2T o1 WORT IR MNWY 009100 193 wRd 1 GEN 24 22
1192 112 DIPR PR N2 w07 X1 0700 DX 1 N2 R GEN 24 23

M2 3727 WK 7992 12 223K PRIN2 N2 19X nxn GEN 24 24

122 217 03 131V 27 K1907 23 120 23 1POX RN GEN 24 25

MR N Wk 797 GEN 24 26

DITR TR N2 MY 2303 7172 923X 17X 2VA AR 170N 2TV K7 WK D702KR C1TR 98 00 7102 R GEN 24 27
19N 099272 ARk N°2% 7am It vam GEN 24 28

PV ORI WORT PX 127 701 327 1w AR P21 GEN 24 29

WORT PR N2 WORT 7R 727 730 NRY AR 17927 9727 DR AW AR 070 9V 2O7A%T DR 2130 1R X1 07 GEN 24 30
YR Y 090 DY 1Y 1Im

;079132 DIPRY N°27 °N°ID *DIRY PINA TAYN a2 M 1112 K12 R GEN 24 31

ANR WK DOWIRT V23T 100 Y02 2021 0°9RA7 KI1D0MY 12N 10 2°9nAT 1NN 02T W 82 GEN 24 32

1727 K1 127 °N727 OX TV 79K K7 MR 9aKR5 17197 awey GEN 24 33

DITR? 2IM2W MR P22 I 11201 1Y WK DOWIRT R INWN 1998 GEN 24 54

;720 R WY IR 2727 WNR WIT WD 72K 7R R GEN 24 55

17X7 7998 MIA2W 2977 772X T DR 1I0RN 98 277K 1K GEN 24 56
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DRI YT W1 700 222 90 0w OR RN KXY IR PRIV 99K NIR2Y 9K 7170 AR 732 17°R 739X 17007 0k JER 38 17
27027 DR N WRA 77WN K

07 UAN R AR WRA TIDW 2OTWIT 102 IRTT YT 7301 722 791 7w OR R¥N XY oX1 JER 38 18

2221229071 07°2 °NR 1IN 19 DT PR 1991 WK 2 7100 DR ART VIR O PR 170p T8 7700 vk JER 38 19

;W1 N1 72 21201 TR 127 CIX IWR? 7170 2192 K1 VAW 110’ R 17777 R JER 38 20

M 2IRDT WK 1277 37 NRXY 0K 18n ox1 JER 38 21

WAL AW SWIR T2 1797 TINC0T MAR 73T 922 7970 W DR MIRYIA T 770 0022 1R WKk 22w 9o 13m JER 38 22
SMR 201 793 Pa2

:WRA AW DRI YA DR WHNN 922 791 7°2 00 07 LAN K2 ANRY 027w OR 2ORXIM 212 XY 7wl 92 nXy JER 38 23
AN K21 T2K7 021272 Y70 9K WK 107 OR 1RpT78 aky JER 38 24

MY N1 K21 1187 TN DR 7917 PR 1027 A1 117 K170 79K 1KY 79K IR TOR °N027 00 2w wnws 001 JER 38 25
1PN TOR 27

QW MR 1NN° N2 2120w PN227 T2 2197 PNann PR 2°0n o7°7R nnRy JER 38 26

192777 YW RY 2 1307 WA TR0 MR WK T9RT 0°7277 930 077 T30 MR IPRWN 1107 98 2w 75 w2 JER 38 27
Q2w 77091 WR 01 7Y 770n7 282 yn 2w JER 38 28

JONAH AND THE SAILORS

TINR QY 3172 R XX 372 X120 PRAY TNIRDA 01 12 DRI V0 007 WK 17 X1 3700 19X 1R JONAH 1 8
W20 DR 2% DR WY WK XYY IR QAW TR T DR ODIR 12y a7oR RN JONAH 19

10772 7O 73 172 R AT 01991 00 DOWIRT W 02 DOWY NRT O PO 11K 77173 IR 2°waR w1 JONAH 110
WY T 207 00 1WIVA 02 PRWM 12 AWyl 3 POR RN JONAH 1 11

:02°9Y 113 21730 W0 2Hwa °0 IR Y17 22°7n 2% PRWwY 20 DR 19001 SIRw 270K R JONAH 112

AMOS AND AMAZIAH, PRIEST OF BETHEL

:X2IN QWY an? aW 298 AT PR R 72 102 72 710 01 DR ¥Rk R AMOS 7 12

'R 79717 0921 K17 720 WP 00 X212 TW 92010 X2 98 1921 AMOS 7 13

:D°MPW 02121 21X 1212 °0 P2IK X221 12 KDY °DIR R°21 KD P¥NKR PR RN 00y v AMOS 7 14

IR NY R X237 T2 70 09K RN IR nRn M7 canp AMOS 7 15

P NP2 5Y PN R PRIW DY X210 KD MR I0R 770 027 vaw a0yt AMOS 7 16

ORI NIN ARAY ARTR DY AR PYIN 9202 JRRTRY 1797 29172 T°NI2Y 7121 3TN YA NWR 170 K 00 192 AMOS 7 17
ANNTR SV 798 193




THE BOOK OF RUTH?

2112 01WY INWRY RIT AR OTWA M0 S O D020 WOR TN YIR2 27 7 220w vaw w2 s RUTH 1 1

OW 1T 2R W IR T ON2 NP0 2ONNOK 119991 119NN 1712 21w awY v WK o TooR wRn awy RUTH 1 2
712 72w ROT RWM CnY1 woR 1o09R i RUTH 13

:D°IW WY QW 12w M NAIWT Qv 197V DART W NvaRn 2wl o7 e RUTH 1 4

STWORAY TR 03w TWRT IRWN 11901 N 277w 23 M RUTH 15

:0n% 077 DN MY DR TV TR0 2 2RI ITWA YA 0D AR CTwn 2w o0 X1 apm RUTH 1 6

STTIT PR DR 230 7772 73090 Y 7°090 N W a0 WK 2pna 7 Xsm RUTH 17

DTAVY NN QY aNWY IWRD 700 22AY T WYY OnR D27 AWK T1aw 7137 7°092 nwS nvl nkm RUTH 1 8
;771390207 12 TIRWM 37 Pw AWOR N2 WK man 1Rem 232 M i RUTH 19

Ay w1 IR 02 77 makm RUTH 1 10

:DPWIRD 022 1M VA2 0°12 00 WA YAV 71920 1n? PnIa 712w vl makm RUTH 1 11

:0°12 °N72° 2N WOR? 02997 2020 23 M 02 W R 00 WKL DM 1Rt 02 1972 2n1a q1aw RUTH 112

0 7092 IRYY %D 0on TRA V2 91 02 °N12 DR WORY N1° °N92% 01N 1070 1270 WK 7Y a302awn 1020 RUTH 113

1712 7P2T MY NANR A9V pwm T aram 1 mwm RUTH 1 14

17NN SR MW AR ORI Y DR TN gaw 030 ekm RUTH 115

DR TR MY TRV IR 2190 AWRDY TR 2250 AWK DR 00 70Rn 21wh Tarvh 2 ovaon PR n kM RUTH 1 16
273921 5102 7099 <A 9D P01 110109 T WY 179 02pK awY Mk Pminn wra RUTH 117

PR 279 2700 0K D292 X7 n¥nRNn 3 XM RUTH 118

Y1 DRI 73RN 37778 P9 90 201 an? 192 7IR12D 7 an? 1°2 IR 7Y oenw oYM RUTH 119

DTN D W AT 9D RN 07 IRIP AV YR 7IRIPN 2R 171798 akm RUTH 1 20

9 V77 97V 02 71V M Cnvi 07 JIRIPN 3% 010 °120wn apo) 2noba axbn ik RUTH 1 21

:D°WW PXP NPMN2 OA7 NP2 IR TR 2R OTWA 7AW TAY AN93 7°aRm MY onvl awn RUTH 1 22

Y2 MW TR NIDWHAR 201 123 WOR WORD v7on i RUTH 2 1

N2 999 79 RN PV 10 RIAR WK IR 2272w JuRRI TTWE RI 799K AV DX AR 10 nkm RUTH 2 2
SRR NADWHN WK 1YY ATWI NRYN PR R 02IXR0 nR 77w32 vpbm x1am 7om RUTH 2 3

T 72727 19 1R DonY T1° 2°IXIP RN an? nvan X2 twa 73m RUTH 2 4

IRTT 7T R 2°%IpPR DY a%3T 1w wa Rk RUTH 2 5

:ARIN WA AV OV JaWD RO TPARA TV AR 2%170 9Y 2837 vt v RUTH 2 6

:DVA D27 7NAW A7 A0V TV 120 TRA TN K12 22310 PI0R 0212 PNO0KRY K1 JuRR nkm RUTH 2 7

NI oY 1°P2TN 391 312 271280 XD 03 MR 372 VP22 2220 OR N2 nvaw X120 011 PR w2 R RUTH 2 8

12RW WX DN°NWY 2°997 2R N2 NRYY VAl °N727 02vIn AR CNMY X175 17°0K 1970 1108 2w g7wa 72y RUTH 2 9
Jaimbany!

;723 22IR) °37°972 1WA 117 ONKREN Y177 PR VARM I8N w7710 Yy 9om RUTH 2 10

Qv 2R °2701 TNT21 PIRY AT TOAN C2TYNY TWOR D12 R TNAA DR D0 WK 22 02 737 707 72 R wa 3w RUTH 2 11
DWW 210 NYT KD WK

211D NN NMOAY IR MWK IR 57I9R T 2vA 7R5W Jnown Jnm 1ove M abw RUTH 2 12

INMOW DARD AR XY 2IRY JNMOW 2% DY 1127 31 21NN 00 M1IR PV 0 R¥AR kM RUTH 2 13

Yawn) 28N V9P 9 KX DUIRIPT TR 2WM YAn2 TND NI OnR 1A NPORY 290 WA 2aR7 vt 1y 77 T RUTH 2 14
daialad

MNP0 RDY UPLN DAY 192 O3 IRY PV DR Y2 X vpY? apm RUTH 2 15

2712 09WAN KDY 0P onatyy o°n2axa a2 ewn v o RUTH 2 16

:0°WW 7DORI 97 FUPY WK DR AT 27w 7Y A7wa vpm RUTH 2 17

SIYAWA 707 WK DX T2 100 RXIN 7URY WK DX N0 RO Y R0 ke RUTH 2 18

WORT QW WARDY MY INWY WR DR 007 TAN 7102 70072 1 DWW IR 2170 DupR 799K amnan 32 km RUTH 2 19
TV OV Y NWY WK

19N WORT 117 217P SAYI 9 KRNI 22NN DRI 200 DR 1700 21V XY WK 7I7°7 K17 7102 70709 vl nakm RUTH 2 20
X7

29 WK IR DI DX I OXR TV PRRTN Y WK 29T 2V 09K AR D 3 ARt N1 akm RUTH 2 21

’Blessing statements permeate the book of Ruth. It is unclear how much of this should be considered part of
regular back-and-forth interaction.



SR 7Y T2 A0 RPY 1MV QY ORXN 02 °N2 210 7070 M1 YR onv nkm RUTH 2 22

INYAT DR WD D0RT IR MWW LR NP TV upHY 1va mavia patm RUTH 2 23

172 20 WK MIN T2 WA K27 °N2 anan nvl 72 mkm RUTH 3 1

12977 DOYW 173 DR T KXIT 37 1MV DR D257 WK 1INYTR 1A X897 90y RUTH 3 2

:MINWSY D3R NP0 7Y WORYD SYTIN DR 1137 N7 POV Tnonw nnw nooy nxn RUTH 3 3

PWYN WK DR TP 7O R ON2IWI 1°N9307 D93 DRI QW 20w WK 2310 DR DY 120w2 i RUTH 3 4
TTWYR ARND WK 99 798 nkm RUTH 3 5

I NI WK 205 wym a7 T RUTH 3 6

120WN 1°N2377 9aN K92 RN AR ¥P2 20W9 K21 127 20 nw 1va 908 RUTH 3 7

:PN23M NAW AWK 7371 N9 WORT TN 77990 °xna n RUTH 3 8

TINR DR 0 TNAR 9Y 7919 NWIDY TNAR D10 23R RN DX o1 Ak RUTH 3 9

WY ORI 27 OK 22711027 0K N27 21727 PWRIT 12 PIART 7707 D200 °N2 71707 IR 79172 R RUTH 3 10
DR 290 NWR °2 o1y Iww 92 Y717 9 72 JWYKR AKN WK 92 °X7°0 98 on2 onyy RUTH 3 11

22117 217 PR3 W 03 221X DR OX D 01aK % anyy RUTH 3 12

P20 7V 20w T 00 O2IR TINORA IR YO KD ORI ORI 20 TRY X 122 v 02290 0172 RUTH 3 13
AT WRT N2 0D YT R AR IV DR WK %0 2102 apn pan 7Y 1A 2ownm RUTH 3 14

PV R OOV DWNY DWW WW TN 72 RN 72 TR O WK nnowunt a7 ek RUTH 3 15

JWORT Y WY WK 92 DR 72 7A01 N2 DK 0N AR man DX X12m RUTH 3 16

IR0 2R @R PR12N PR AR 02 0% 101 g7RT owwn ww nkm RUTH 3 17

017 7273 399 AR 00 WORT BRW? K? 90 727 99 TR 1PYTN WK 7V °na vaw akm RUTH 3 18

(Legal discussions)

12V 70 INPR 2199 719 72W 7710 AR T2 12T WK 12V PRI A3 aw 2w wwi v vy RUTH 4 1

22 1D 12W AR YT 1P 2WIR 7wy npy RUTH 4 2

12N TTWA AW A1 3791 T2R9RD 1nRY AWK 37wa nRn ORX? R RUTH 4 3

TN PR 0D YIRY D TR PRAY KD ORI ORA PRAN OK SNV CIPT TAN DO2WON TAI 73R MRY IR 723K naR Xy RUTH 4 4
SIRAR P2IR AR TR O2INT IR

NP1 9V DA QW 2P SNPIR NN WK AR NN DRA™Y NV TR 7700 TMIp a2 12 mkn RUTH 4 5

:ORA? DIIN K7 2 N2RA IR 0K T2 983 0901 DR DPAWK 19 02 2I1RA2 9918 KD PR vk RUTH 4 6

IR TIVNT NRTY VIR 301 1981 WOR 72w 127 90 2°P9 770N 991 A9IRAT oY RIwa 00197 nkn RUTH 4 7

29V AW T2 01p T2k PRa7 R RUTH 4 8

DAY TR N20M) 117297 AWK 92 DRI T2R°7R? WK 20 DR ON°IP 00 010 ONKR 2°7Y o 991 22117 1w Rk RUTH 4 9
PR W IR QYR NA oW D19 XD 1NN DY nian aw 202 AwRY 0 n1p 12nn nwR S2akng M Xk an RUTH 4 10
017 DR D07V

N°2 DR O7°NW 1312 WK X791 2170 702 9R ORI JWRT DR 700 100 20T 20IPTTY Wwa wR oy o 1k RUTH 4 11
;002 N°22 oW XIP) 019K 200 W PRI

DRI V30 12 72 170 100 WK YIS 1R a2 %0 7720 WK 79 020 12 n RUTH 4 12

212 770 100 2 M 100 POR R AWK 2 Im M R wa npy RUTH 4 13

IR WAW RIPPY 0197 PR3 T2 NOawT 8D WR MY TIN2 onvl 98 2owin 73onkm RUTH 4 14

:0°12 AYawn T2 720 KO WK INT® TNAIR WK N9 %D TNW DR 739971 w1 2wnb 77 m RUTH 4 15

:NIARY 19 M AR mnwn 7900 nX nva npm RUTH 4 16

STI7 °2R WY AR RIT T MW TIRIPNY My 12 720 KD aw mIdw 12 maRpm RUTH 4 17

XA AR T 7 Yo MTn 9% RUTH 4 18

2271V DR T 2 00 DR 7 xm RUTH 4 19

IARW DR T WRN wnI DR 709 27 RUTH 4 20

T2 DR 91T TV TV DR 7090 1mowt RUTH 4 21

717 DR 7O W W R 70737 7231 RUTH 4 22
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